
Anchor and Magnet Statement of Intent

Anchor and Magnet is a project based in Brixton Market and the immediate surrounding 
area. Our name reflects our shared interest in place, identity, migration and community. 
Brixton is a place with a long-established and still evolving tradition of attracting 
migrant and peripheral communities of all sorts: it is a magnet. It is also a place where 
incoming communities and individuals have established an often powerful sense of 
rootedness and ownership in relationship to their locality and have evolved identities, 
informed by their new home: it has been an anchor. 

We will explore these ideas through a 6 week artists residency based in central Brixton 
and a market stall based in Brixton Street Market. The residency space will function 
as an open studio and a space of sharing and exchange. The market stall will act as 
a space of exchange and a signpost for the project and residency space. We plan to 
use these spaces of interaction to generate a number of artworks in collaboration with 
people from the area.

THE SPACE

We want to make a physical project space in the area which can have a presence and 
we can invite people into, with as much of an open door policy as we can. We want this 
space to be warm, welcoming, inclusive, inspiring, creative but also contained 
and focused. We also want to potentially  intervene into other public 
spaces- led by our collaborations and engagements.

We are interested in making a space where tensions and ‘the unresolved’ can also find 
expression: a space of “durational risk”  - that doesn’t pre-inscribe, that can respond 
to changes in situation, continually break things open over duration, re-
relating and shifting positions.
a space for dialogue, experiment with ways of creating 
constructive/ active dialogue.

ENGAGEMENT -  WHO ITS FOR 

We want to work with local people, individuals and local 
groups, providing an opportunity for active, creative participation by local residents 
in an artistic response to their own area and to evolving debates about how their 
area’s histories are articulated amidst future developments. However to be clear, we 
want to work with not for local people.  Art as social, not social work. We want to 
be clear where the work is a social and collaborative practice and where 
it is making, and how it can contain both. How it can respond to the 
context and community but also contain the autobiographical voice of the 
practitioner.

Therefore Its essential for us to broker relationships, create 
forums for discussion and expression, and work in partnership 
with people within the parameters of our project; to have 
relationships with local councilors, activists, community 



but also contain the autobiographical voice of the practitioner.

Therefore Its essential for us to broker relationships, create 
forums for discussion and expression, and work in partnership 
with people within the parameters of our project; to have 
relationships with local councilors, activists, community 
leaders, elders, young people, residents and business people.

What do we want find out?

Some key things we are interested in are:

the largely unheard public conversation about Brixton’s evolution/regenerations
Migrant histories and their connection to a specific place, and how that 
place might have become ‘Salted earth’ ie. Memory and emotion have given it 
a particular and contested history and identity.
how oral histories and social/cultural forms of memory can escape the 
visual, and how we could make these physical
How extracting and re-presenting these histories might be productive in 
understanding current tensions and contributing to current debates 
about ownership of space

exploring issues of the local through artistic projects, but 
also consider other issues such as theoretical issues around 
the local and things like the localism bill.  
To explore what community is

Art and Politics

Art and Social Change

Art and Agency

Art and Empowerment

Participation in the arts, community, locality as a 
(p)olitical act.  

regeneration and people’s role in shaping their place, 
locality, homes, shopping space, public spaces, streets.

Reflection on the historical and how that informs the present 
and possible futures 

the way that environmental and sustainability issues inform our project in relation to 
the market, future of cities, issues of locality, local products, shopping locally, and what 
do the issues of environment and sustainability mean to a diverse and often migrant 
community, in particular to economic migrants.

Exploring the role of the market as a central space within a locality



HOW WE WORK – THE METHODS

We work in a way that is embedded and engaged in locality. We plan to carry out our 
work through:

Researching and sharing, playing together, contributing and exchanging  (collaborating 
with participants, local people, activist, community leaders etc)

Active documentation: note-taking, photography, film, sound recordings, diagrams and 
mapping we will collect this data for the newspaper, for our records and to use as 
reflective material.

We want to encourage and facilitate dialogue and exchange - across ages, walks of 
life, different sides of the experience

We want to to listen, learn, absorb - more of local people, history, stories etc. To 
make new friends (better understand the enemies!)

We want to value and encourage humour and irreverence as well as rigour, 
seriousness, depth. Likewise tension / harmony

We want the conversations to be a combination of the organic and spontaneous with 
the guided and facilitated 

We intend to be aware of our processes and to evaluate these as we go 
along, looking at other models of participation and engagement and 
collaboration.  

We intend to be aware and understand the agency of the participants in the 
work. 

We intend To be OPEN, RECEPTIVE & RESPONSIVE:
to the context, the people we work with, the places we work 
in, the current social and political climate;
to changes in my ideas and perception of what projects should 
be.
to the ideas of others and the possibility of art to be a 
possible tool for social change.

We intend to have space within the project to be led by what 
people want to do/ explore/ highlight rather than dictating to 
them. 

Plurality: having a plural rather than a singular vision

Bottom up (as in listening to and responding to the place and 
the people) and level playing field working (making people 
feel that their opinions and input is valued, collaboration, 
is a tricky thing sometimes as far as getting paid is 
concerned)



Intergenerational working

Using creativity and dialogue as a means to consider what a 
sense of place is and to find ways for people to express this 
through collaborative artistic projects.

OUTCOMES

to translate our experience of space, dialogue, listening, into artworks that connect 
directly to the market/Brixton and its people, myth, past, present. 

Where possible to have this work exist within that space (the market) - newspapers 
read, dominoes played.. and become part of the story, and to engage new audiences, 
prompt new journeys, encounters, thoughts. 

To make work that works in context, that is interesting/beautiful/
provocative. That asks questions, but not directly. That is richly ambiguous.

To have our physical outputs be of the highest possible standards in design, 
craftsmanship etc and beautiful objects in their own right - to escape preconceptions 
about art and community and regular assumptions that it is substandard

To emerge with some physical records - oral history tapes, Library reading list etc.

To make great products, limited editions keepsakes, desirable 
things as well as making strong performative process based 
work with no product so to speak (i.e. the performance dinner, 
domino tournament, dialogues etc) 

LONG-TERM POTENTIAL OUTCOMES 

To develop a future, larger-scale community-led public arts programme for Brixton 
market and environs.  That we work towards a long term and sustainable 
project and potentially to stay in the space 

To  build our group as a collaboration and our individual skills

NETWORKS

To connect with other local organisations

To work with a broad, relevant selection of partner organisations from arts, archiving 
and academia alongside our local and community partners*.  To develop these 
relationships to feed our future practice and networks.

To produce work in dialogue with national arts practice and have an evolving partnership 
with Gasworks and others that will facilitate mutually beneficial dialogue about this work 
and more broadly about participatory work of this kind. To make national / international 
connections and references where we can and take the connect the conversation to the 
universal as well as the local

to partner when necessary to extend reach and our own learning (UCL, Gasworks etc.)



To have a strong relationship to academia so we 
can have research interest and input into the 
project so it can have weight and kudos.  I’m 
also thinking about strong relationships with our 
local councilors to see if we can influence bills, 
planning and policy

To have a relationship to other socially 
engaged- participatory collaborative projects, 
artists, programmers, producers, regionally and 
internationally, that explore ideas of community, 
locality, place, migration etc

Cross art form and interdisciplinary working (this 
also relates to the above point)

Make the project visible and relevant beyond 
the locality, relates to our connections with 
academia, other artists and projects, but I also 
want to think how particular things that we might 
explore would be relevant internationally, things 
we can share, where our model might be relevant to 
other places, how we as artists doing this project 
fit in an international creative world

Have a strong relationship to academia so we 
can have research interest and input into the 
project so it can have weight and kudos.  I’m 
also thinking about strong relationships with our 
local councilors to see if we can influence bills, 
planning and policy

A relationship to other socially engaged- 
participatory collaborative projects, artists, 
programmers, producers, regionally and 
internationally, that explore ideas of community, 
locality, place, migration etc

Exploring the role of the market as a central 
space within a locality 










